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DIRECTOR’S  UPDATE  IMPORTANT DATES 

Wow, who would have ever predicted 2020 would have unfolded like this. It’s 
been a busy few months with our families and children becoming accustomed to 
the “new normal” here at Birrahlee. 

Thank you to all our wonderful families for adjusting to the protocols we have 
had to put in place. The children have taken to the new sign in/arrival procedure 
amazing well. We know that children are confident and capable learners, 
however they have demonstrated their independence, maturity and resilience 
when a presented with this new challenge. 

The health and safety of our families, children and staff is our paramount concern 
so we will be continuing with our current sign in & out procedures (as advised by 
the NSW Government) until further notice.  

We look forward to a busy end to Term 3 enjoying the beautiful Spring weather. 

Deánne Allan  

What’s new... 

New Equipment 
Recent purchases to improve and update indoor learning 
spaces include suitable shelving for block corner, 
wooden/sustainable materials and equipment which allows 
for open ended play. These items have been purchased 
using money raised by the 2019 Parents Club fundraisers. 

 

 
All documentation will now be done digitally through 
Seesaw. Thank you to you, our families for your patience 
as we were thrown into digital documentation as a result 
of COVID-19. A very special thank you also must go to 
our educational Leader Tash Smith for researching and 
getting this digital platform up and running at short 
notice. Portfolios will be sent home before the end of 
term. If you want to add to your child’s portfolio 
remember that you can print off uploaded observations 
from your child’s Seesaw folder. 

Please check your class seesaw page to keep updated 
with the programme and your child observations. 

Digital Sign In 
We are currently in the process of upgrading our IT system to include Digital Attendance records. Signing in and out will 
be done via iPads at the desks. Hopefully this will be up and running in Term 4. 
 

 
 



September 2020 | Issue 3  2 
  
 

 

Transition to school statements 
Starting school is a big milestone for children and their 
families. The transition between learning environments 
can be both challenging and exciting, and there are many 
different programs and activities that families, services 
and schools can draw on to support the transition process. 

The Transition to School Statement provides a snapshot of 
each child's strengths, perspectives, and personality, and 
also gives them a voice in the process of meeting new 
people in the school environment. It helps link the Early 
Years Learning Framework to the Early Stage 1 Syllabus in 
kindergarten so that teachers can better understand each 
child's learning, development and background. 

The teachers are currently completing these documents 
which will be available early next term. These documents 
will be passed onto the school each child will be attending 
next year, or for the children returning these will be 
passed onto their new teacher. 

More information can be found on Dept Education 
website which includes some useful resources for families: 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-childhood-
education/working-in-early-childhood-
education/transition-to-school 

 

Virtual Preschool Tours 
As COVID-19 has thrown us a curve ball we have had to restrict adult visitors into the service. We are currently working 
with a local Real Estate Agent to create a Virtual Tour of the preschool. This will be placed onto our website when 
finished. Stay tuned for the release. 
 
 

 

 

The StEPS program is an initiative of NSW Health 
which offers all four and five-year-old children a 
free vision screening.  At this stage it is 
anticipated that the health nurses will be 
conducting the screenings at Birrahlee in the 
week beginning 19th October, however this may 
be subject to change due to COVID.  

To have your child’s vision screened you 
will need to complete the paper consent 
form (which will be sent home the week 
before) and the original must be returned 
at the sign in desk. More information next 
term. 

 
 

Your cooperation please… 

Ooshies and Toys from home 
We request that children do not bring these 
items to preschool. Items such as these can be 
the cause for conflict or children becoming upset 
when items are lost. 

Birthday Cakes 
As many children are celebrating birthdays at this time of year to be 
COVID safe we are asking families who wish to bring in a cake to 
share that it be prebought packaged mini cupcakes only. Please 
remember our nut free policy (this includes almond flour). 

 

Please remember to… 

 Bring your Birrahlee hat every day. Hats will be kept in 
your child’s bag and should be washed at the end of 
the week. 

 Apply sunscreen before you leave home. Children 
should arrive at preschool with sunscreen already 
applied. Preschool sunscreen will be available at the 
sign in tables if needed. Sunscreen will be re-applied 
every 2 hrs throughout the day. 

 Bring a water bottle every day – the drinking bubblers 
are currently not in operation due to COVID so it is 
important that all children bring a filled water bottle 
every day. 

 Pack healthy food in lunch boxes 
https://healthykids.nsw.gov.au/downloads/file/campai
gnsprograms/HealthyLunchboxes.pdf 

 Pack spare clothes which allow for the change in 
season and temperature during the day. 

 Birrahlee is a nut free centre. Do not provide any foods 
containing nuts or with traces of nuts or cooked in nut 
oil. 

 Arrive before 9.15am. The preschool programme is in 
full swing and children will be missing out on important 
interactions. This is also important preparation for your 
child when starting school. 

https://healthykids.nsw.gov.au/downloads/file/campaignsprograms/HealthyLunchboxes.pdf
https://healthykids.nsw.gov.au/downloads/file/campaignsprograms/HealthyLunchboxes.pdf
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The Birrahlee Parents Club normally runs 3 social events during the year which bring families together, and two 
fundraisers. In Term 1 we were able to have our Welcome BBQ, but sadly this term we have had to cancel Open Day 
due to the restrictions on social gatherings. We will not be able to have our Christmas Disco in Term 4, but are thinking 
about some other options outside the preschool. 

Despite this, we have completed two very successful fundraisers in Terms 2 and 3. The money raised and any profits 
from our social gatherings go directly to the preschool and are used to buy equipment and for improvement projects. 
For example, in previous years, money has gone towards installing new gardens at the Centre. As a not-for-profit 
preschool, these funds can really make a difference to Birrahlee, so we thank all families for supporting our initiatives 
throughout the year. 

Family Portraits 

Local photographer Kylie Dunlop once again donated her time for this event, and 63 families had their portraits taken 
over 2 weekends, raising  $1,575. My sincere thanks to 2LS parent Caleb Wong, and MOM1 parent Lee O'Connor for 
their hard work towards this event - and all the parent volunteers who ran the sessions on the day. 

Tea towel artwork 

Every child in the preschool has drawn a self-portrait and written their name for our Class tea towel fundraiser this 
term. Once again, the great efforts from the class parents in 3SD (Bianca Rutten and Sarah Ng), and 3TS (Sarah Elliott 
and Jens Boecher) have pulled this together to raise around $1,500. The images are just beautiful, and we are sure will 
be much treasured. The tea towels should arrive early in Term 4. 

A special thanks to our Club treasurer Marianne Boecher (3TS) for keeping track of all the payments for our activities. 

Birrahlee Christmas raffle 

This is something to look out for! The 3SD/3TS teams are pulling out all stops for this amazing raffle, which will go 
online by the end of term. With almost 100 prizes to be won - including swimming lessons, restaurant vouchers and 
photo sessions (for humans AND animals!), this will give us all something to smile about after a tough year. The Raffle 
will be open to the public, so we hope you will get lots of friends and family to buy tickets. More details will be emailed 
soon. 

Class parents Karen Egan, Amy Matthews and Suzanne Wik have also made invaluable contributions to the Raffle. 

Thank you parents for helping us build the community spirit at Birrahlee! 

Michelle Giglio 
Birrahlee Parents Club President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


