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WELCOME BBQ IMPORTANT DATES 

Dear Parents, 

This will be my last newsletter at Birrahlee and Friday is my last day, I cannot believe that 
the time has gone so quickly. 

This has been a truly extraordinary year with fires, smoke, storms and now the virus. 
There is still so much uncertainty about what the future holds. As parents it is hard to 
know what the right decision is for your child, but I encourage you to trust the experts 
and be guided by the advice from the Government. It is also important to reassure your 
children that even though things may seem a bit different they will be okay. It is easy to 
get caught up in the hysteria, especially with so much media coverage. Be mindful of 
what you say and how you react in front of your children. They use you as the barometer 
for their emotions; they will become anxious if you do. Try to stick to a normal routine as 
much as possible and enjoy simple activities like reading together. Please see the links to 
parenting resource set out in this newsletter. 

This year’s Welcome BBQ saw smaller numbers than we have had in the past, but it  
was a great morning despite the challenging conditions. Thank you to all the class  
parents in 3FL & 3LS who helped bring the day together, Joel Thakker, Melanie Blazevic, 
Leanne Girgis, Irene Lai and Julio Gonzales. The children had a great time watching the 
magic show and eating sausage sandwiches. 

Thank you to Michelle Gigilio, for her touching farewell speech and for organising the 
lovely gift and the children’s amazing artwork portfolio. I will keep these as a special 
memory from my time at Birrahlee. 

Thank you to everyone at Birrahlee, staff and families, for the lovely messages of  
support. I will miss being a part of this wonderful community and I am very grateful  
to have had 12 amazing years here. 

Wishing you all the best. 

Kate Damo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 New Director  
  

 

 

 

 

I am very pleased to advise that we have appointed a new Director for Birrahlee.  

Introducing Deánne Allan who comes to us with a great deal of experience in early childhood. 
Deanne has previously worked as a director in community and private services  

Deanne will start on Monday 30 March; I know that everyone will make her very welcome in the 
Birrahlee Community. 
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The Birrahlee 2020 AGM  
The Birrahlee 2020 Annual General Meeting was held on 
Monday 9 March. On the same evening the teachers held 
information sessions in their classrooms for parents, about the 
education program. 

At the AGM an election was held to fill the Board positions for 
2020.  

Thank you and welcome to our new Board Members, without 
your help we could not run Birrahlee as we do. 

2 0 2 0  B O A R D  M E M B E R S  

President Alison Cornish (3LS) 

Vice President Deb Munro (2LS) 

Treasurer Lewis McLeod (2LS) 

Secretary Michelle Firek (2LB) 

General Board Members Carla Beck (2LB)  
Emma Dunlop 
Sarah Gardner (3FL) 
Mustafa Ghulam (2LB) 
Julian Wraight (MOM1) 

 

 

 
 

 

Parenting resources 
Here are some parenting resources that may be of help to you in this challenging time 

RESOURCE L INK 

Staying connected with our children resource 
sheet (attached to the newsletter). 

Staying connected with our children 

Parenting Podcast 'Parental As Anything' with 
the ABC listen app   

https://abclisten.page.link/pmsUUwAwiM1fM4rB7 

An article from Macquarie University on talking 
to you child about Corona virus. 

https://lighthouse.mq.edu.au/article/march/how-to-talk-to-your-children-about-
coronavirus-top-10-questions-
answered?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=edm&utm_campaign=230320-
children-and-coronavirus 

Some links from the Department of Education 
on curriculum ideas for parents teaching 
children at home. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/learning-from-
home/teaching-and-learning-resources/early-childhood-resources 
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https://abclisten.page.link/pmsUUwAwiM1fM4rB7
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